
 
 
 
 
 
 
Report of the 

��
The�� the sections of a single course (e.g., HIST 101) should 

have the same outcomes.  During a fiveπyear cycle, each course should be fully assessed at least 
once. 
 
Linda Suskie, the author of Assessing Student Learning:   a Common‐Sense Guide, opines that 
both sectionπlevel and courseπlevel assessment should be taking place.  She writes: 

“Classπlevel assessment is assessing learning of an entire class (section) of 
students, again on course learning objectives. Classπlevel assessments look at the 
same evidence used to grade students and give them feedback on their learning  
but aggregate results for all students in a class or section to get an overall

     
primary purposes are to reflect on and improve individual teaching practice.  

Courseπlevel assessment is assessing learning of all students in a (multiπsection) 
course, again on course learning objectives. This is just like classπlevel 
assessment except that faculty teaching sections of a course identify common 
course objectives and common means of assessing them. They then summarize 
results across sections to get an overall picture of students’ collective strengths 
and weaknesses. Faculty might, for example, agree to use the same rubric to 
grade the final paper or to include the same set of five questions on the final. If 
they see areas of weakness across sections, they work together to 

http://www.lindasuskie.com/apps/blog/show/33287598-course-vs-program-vs-gen-ed-assessment
http://www.lindasuskie.com/apps/blog/show/33287598-course-vs-program-vs-gen-ed-assessment


“In both multiπsection and singleπsection courses, the classroom instructor 
administers the measurement tools and gathers the data. The raw score results 
should be recorded anonymously and aggregate student performance should be 
indicated relative to prescribed expectations. ….For multiπsection courses, the 
course coordinator gathers the data from all instructors for that course and 
summarizes the aggregate data. The course coordinator or instructor in the case 
of singleπsection courses, reports the data using the currently recommended 
template and includes the following information about the sample:  
•Number and percentage of students  
•Number and percentage of sections  
•Number and percentage of fullπtime and adjunct faculty  
•Number and percentage of students who are respectively exceeding, meeting, 
approaching, or not meeting expectations for academic performance based on 
the specified learning goals and learning outcomes.”  (Concepts and Procedures 
for Assessment at Nassau Community College, 2011, p. 18) 

 
More simply, whenever a course is taught in more than one section, the instructors teaching 
that course submit all of their assessment information    course�� p.
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http://www.ncc.edu/aboutncc/ourpeople/administration/assessment/academicassessment/CONCEPTS_AND_%20PROCEDURES_FOR_%20ASSESSMENT_REVISED_%20JAN_2012.pdf
http://www.ncc.edu/aboutncc/ourpeople/administration/assessment/academicassessment/CONCEPTS_AND_%20PROCEDURES_FOR_%20ASSESSMENT_REVISED_%20JAN_2012.pdf
https://web.ccis.edu/Offices/AcademicAssessment/courselevel.aspx
http://www.uni.edu/assessment/documents/UNIPlanforCQI8-28-13.pdf


Faculty review/discuss course syllabi to connect course outcomes to course assignments and/or 
other course requirements from the syllabi. 
 
What does the NWCCU accreditation manual say? 
 
In a nutshell, it appears to say very little.  Quote1 Tf
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goals or intended outcomes of its programs or services, wherever offered and however 
delivered. 
4.A.6 The institution regularly reviews its assessment processes to ensure they appraise 
authentic achievements and yield meaningful results that lead to improvement. 
 
Standard 4.A.3 seems to imply that the colleges assess courses.  The wording about course 
learning outcomes strengthens this implication. authentic   

http://www.tmcc.edu/assessment/car/car-reports/liberal-arts-division/


http://www.tmcc.edu/media/tmcc/departments/assessment/documents/cars/sciences/1314/ASMTMATH126-1314.pdf
https://www.csn.edu/PDFFiles/Asmt%20n%20Acdtn/2006%20AccreditationSelfStudy.pdf
http://provost.unlv.edu/Assessment/files/Academic_Assessment_Strategic_Plan_2012_2017.pdf
http://www.unr.edu/Documents/provost/assessment/nsse%202013/NSSE13%20Frequencies%20and%20Statistical%20Comparisons%20%28UNR%29.pdf
http://www.unr.edu/assessment/program

