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GBC recognizes the importance of “Service Animals” as defined by the Americans with Disabilities Act 
Amendments Act (ADAAA) and the broader category of “Emotional Support Animals” under the Fair 
Housing Act that provide physical and/or emotional support to individuals with disabilities. GBC is 
committed to allowing Service Animals and Emotional Support Animals necessary to provide individuals 
with disabilities an equal opportunity to use and enjoy student housing. This policy explains the specific 
requirements applicable to an individual’s use of an Emotional Support Animal in student housing. GBC 
reserves the right to amend this policy as circumstances require. This policy applies solely to “Emotional 
Support Animals” which may be necessary in student housing. It does not apply to “Service Animals” as 
defined by the ADAAA.  Students with “Service Animals” should refer to the GBC Service Animal Policy.  
The “Service Animal” is allowed to reside with its Partner/Handler, as well as accompany them to other 
allowable areas/facilities on the GBC Campus, under the GBC Service Animal policy. 

Although it is the policy of GBC that individuals are generally prohibited from having animals of any type 
in student housing, GBC will consider a request by an individual with a disability for reasonable 
accommodation from this prohibition to allow an Emotional Support Animal that is necessary because of 
a disability and reasonable. However, no Emotional Support Animal may be kept in student housing at 
any time prior to the individual receiving approval as a reasonable accommodation pursuant to this 
policy. 

Definitions 

Emotional Support Animal:  An “emotional support animal” (“ESA”) is an animal that provides comfort 
to an individual with a disability upon the recommendation of a healthcare or mental health 
professional.  An emotional support animal does not assist an individual with a disability with activities 
of daily living, but rather its role is to live with an individual and alleviate the symptoms of an individual’s 
disability. Some emotional support animals are professional



 

Owner:  the individual who has requested the accommodation and has received approval to bring an 
Emotional Support Animal into student housing. 

Disability Resource Center: college office which collaborates with individuals, faculty, and staff to 
ensure that individuals with disabilities have equal access to all GBC programs and activities. 

Service Animal: A “service animal” is a dog trained to do work or perform tasks for the benefit of an 
individual with a disability, including a physical, sensory, medical, psychiatric, intellectual, or other 
mental disability and meets the definition of “service animal” under the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(“ADA”) regulations at 28 CFR35.104. Under particular circumstances set forth in the ADA regulations at 
28 CFR 35.136(i), a miniature horse may qualify as service animal. The work or tasks performed must be 
directly related to the individual’s disability.  Animals whose sole function is to provide comfort or 
emotional support do not qualify as service animals under the ADA. 

Procedures for Requesting Emotional Support Animals in Student Housing 

The procedure for requesting Emotional Support Animals follows the general procedures set forth in the 
Reasonable Accommodation Policy (This policy is found on the GBC Accessibility webpage for Great 
Basin College http://www.gbcnv.edu/disabilities/, call (775)753-2271 or email julie.byrnes@gbcnv.edu ) 





• The owner is required to clean up after and properly dispose of the animal’s waste in a safe and 
sanitary manner and, when provided, must use animal relief areas designated by GBC. 

• The owner is required to ensure the animal is well cared for at all times. Any evidence of 
mistreatment or abuse may result in immediate removal of the emotional support animal 
and/or discipline for the responsible individual. 

• GBC will not ask for or require an individual with a disability to pay an additional fee or 
surcharge for an approved emotional support animal. 

• An individual with a disability may be charged for any damage caused by his or her emotional 
support animal which is beyond reasonable wear-and-tear and to the same extent that it 
charges other individuals for damages beyond reasonable wear-and-tear. The owner's living 
accommodations may also be ins
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Acknowledgement and Release of Information 

Consent Form 

By my signature below, I verify that I have read, understand and will abide by the requirements 
outlined here and I agree to provide the additional information required to complete my request for a 
reasonable accommodation under the GBC Emotional Support Animal Policy for Student Housing. I have 
read and understand the Emotional Support Animal Policy and Agreement and I agree to abide by the 
requirements applicable to emotional support animals. I understand that if I fail to meet the 
requirements set forth in the policy, GBC has the right to enforce removal of the emotional support 
animal from GBC student housing. However, I will be responsible to fulfill my housing, academic, and all 
other obligations for the remainder of the housing contract. I give permission to the GBC Disability 
Resource Center to disclose to others, impacted by the presence of my emotional support animal (e.g., 
residence life staff, potential and/or actual roommate(s)/neighbor(s)), that I will be living with an animal 
as an accommodation. I understand that this information will be shared with the intent of preparing for 
the presence of the emotional support animal and/or resolving any potential issues associated with the 
presence of the emotional support animal. I further recognize that the presence of the emotional 
support animal may be noticed by others visiting or residing in student housing and agree that staff may 
acknowledge the presence of the animal, and explain that under certain circumstances emotional 
support animals are permitted for persons with disabilities.  No emotional support animal may be 
located/reside in the GBC Student Housing facility unless approved in writing by the GBC Disability 
Resource Center and the GBC Student Housing Coordinator.  Any emotional support animal moved into 
the GBC student housing facility prior to this approval by the Disability Resource Center and the GBC 
Student Housing Coordinator will result in a violation or your GBC Student Housing contract and result in 
disciplinary sanctions. 

 

            
Owner’s Signature                  Date 

            
               Director of Disability Support and Related Resources                Date 

            
           Student Housing Coordinator                 Date 

 



 

 


