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Book Report/Review 
 
 

The book report is a longer more involved writing about a book that has been read.  It is 
not just a summary.  The major purpose of a book report/review for most academic 
assignments is to report on the nature and quality of the content.  You may include (in 
fact you should) feelings and opinions.  You do express your reaction to the book; you 
can make judgments.  The report is written from your point of view.  A response to any 
reading will be based on the reader’s experience, knowledge, and interpretation.  The 
response may be an evaluation of form and/or content. It may be a personal application 
of the ideas to one’s life.  It may be an analysis of the possible effects that the article 
might have on readers within and outside of the field.  It is important to know very 
clearly who the audience is for your book review and what your purpose is in writing 
for that audience. 
 
Some questions to ask yourself regarding audience: 
 
 Who is my reader? 
 
 How much, in anything, does the reader already know about the book, or the 
 topic the book deals with? 
 
 Since I cannot tell everything about the book , what are the key ideas I want to  
 get across? 
 
 Do I want my reader to be persuaded that the book has some major strengths or 
 weaknesses? 
 
 

one of these questions or a coherent group of them.  Make sure that you support all 
points with concrete examples from the book, and follow the basic rules of writing. 
 
1.  Did you understand the material easily? 
  
 Did the author write clearly? 
 
2.  Did the writing seem to simplified? 
 
 Did you feel like the author was writing on a level suitable for the intended 
 audience? 
 



3.  Did the author relate the information to everyday life or make practical 
applications? 
  
 Was is interesting or remote or unreal? 
 
4.  Are the author’s fact accurate, so far as you know? 
 
5.  Does the author supply diagrams, charts, and illustrations to clarify the material? 
 
6.  What are the qualifications of the author? 
 
7.  Are there any new terms introduced? 
 
 Does the author adequately define them or use them clearly so you can 
 determine the meanings? 
 
8.  What facts or ideas especially informed you?  Why does the new knowledge impress 
you? 
 
 How are the facts or ideas presented? 
 
 Is the knowledge useful? 
 
 Does it change any ideas you previously had?

 



3.  Does the dialogue sound real? 
 
 What does it tell you about the characters? 
 
 Does it contribute to the storyline? 
 
 Is there dialect? 
 
4.  Is the setting appropriate to the story? 
 
 Is it described in vivid detail? 
 
 Can you “see” the scenes? 
 
5.  Does the style suit the plot and theme? 
 
 What is the style of the writing? 
 
 Is it clear and simple?  Light and amusing?  Serious by straight-forward? Heavy  
 and wordy?  Full of effective figures of speech? 
 
Possible outline: 
 
I.  Introduction—Identify the book 
 A.  Who is the author? (This is fact) 
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Science Book Report/Review 
 
Possible questions to ask yourself before writing a report on a science book: 
 
1.  Did you understand the material easily? 
 
 Did the author write clearly? 
 
 Was your background sufficient for understanding the material? 
 
2.  Did the writing seem too simplified? 
 
 Did you feel like the author was writing down to you? 
 
3.  Did the author relate the information to everyday life? 
 
 Was it interesting or remote or unreal? 
 
4.  Are the author’s facts accurate, so far as you know? 
 
5.  Does the author supply diagrams, charts, and illustrations to clarify the material? 
 
6.  What are the qualifications of the author? 
 
Keep in mind the basic rules for writing any assignment: 
 
1.  Select only the main points. 
 
2.  Determine the length of a summary by your needs and the assignment. 
 
3.  Paragraph according to your material, not the author’s. 
 
4.  Apportion your space fairly according to the material. 
 
5.  Avoid, in general, the author’s phrasing and sentence structure.  Do not, however, 
write a paraphrase. 
 
6.  Omit all extraneous comments from the summary part of the paper. 
 
7.  Sum up your general impression in the conclusion. 
 
8.  In the summary part of your paper, examples and illustrations are not necessary.  In 
the discussion part of your paper, the examples may be used as support for the points of 
your focus.  The entire paper should not be a summary unless so indicated by your 
instructor. 
 
9.  Begin with an introduction which is interesting, sets context and establishes the 
thesis or focus. 
 
10.  End with a conclusion in which you sum up your general impression. 



11.  Edit and proofread as you would any piece of writing.  If possible, get someone to 
critique your paper before revising it.  Visiting the Writing Center at this time would be 
advisable. 


