
COMMONLY CONFUSED WORDS 
 

CONFUSING CONTRACTIONS 
 
it’s (it is)    its (of it) 
they’re (they are)   their (of them) 
     there (at that place) 
who’s (who is)   whose (of whom) 
you’re (you are)   your (of you) 
 
ONE-WORD OR TWO-WORD PAIRS 
 
all ready (completely prepared) already (previously) 
all together (all in one place)  altogether (thoroughly) 
all ways (all methods)   always (at all times) 
a lot (a large amount)   allot (distribute, assign) 
every day (each day)   everyday (ordinary) 

breath (noun)   breathe (verb) 
chose (past tense)   choose (present tense) 
cloths (fabrics)   clothes (garments) 
device (noun)   devise (verb) 
envelope (noun)   envelop (verb) 
human (of people)   humane (merciful) 
later (after more time)  latter (in final position) 
prophecy (noun)   prophesy (verb) 
 

OTHER CONFUSABLES 
 
good (adjective)    well (adverb) 
may (asking permission)   can (have the ability) 
bring (moving toward)   take (to carry off) 
fewer (something you can count) less (something you can’t count) 
lay (to place)    lie (to recline or tell an untruth) 
sit (to rest the body)   set (to place something) 
which or that (one of several things) who (what person) 
who (subjects)    whom (objects) 
 



SIMILAR-SOUNDING WORDS (AKA HOMONYMS) 
 

accept (receive)      except (leave out) 
affect (influence, verb)     effect (result, noun) 
allowed (permitted)      aloud (clearly heard) 
ate (past tense of eat)      eight (the number) 
break (smash, split)      brake (stopping device) 
by (preposition)      buy (purchase) 
capital (city, wealth)      capitol (building) 
cite (mention)       sight (vision) 
coarse (rough)       course (way or path) 



which (what one)      witch (sorceress) 
 


