
EFFECTIVE INTRODUCTIONS 
 

Introductions should get the reader ’s attention and state the 
writer ’s thesis.  The following are some ways of getting the 
reader ’s attention and/or bringing him or her “up to speed ” on the 
writer ’s topic.  The attention -getter mig ht contain the thesis or it 
might not.  A common problem in an introduction is the lack of a 
smooth transition between the attention -getter and the thesis.  
 
The attention -getter examples below are from Louise E. 
Rorabacker,  Assignments in Exposition , 
5th  e dition.  
 

1. Ask a QUESTION —often overused.  Don ’t  start every 
paper with a question.   

a.  What is homecoming?  Homecoming is trouble.  
Homecoming is joy.  Homecoming is hurry, excitement, 
splendor, labor, fun, sentimentalism.  



a.  As Francis Bacon once wrote, “Some books are to be 
tasted, others to be swallowed, and some few to 
be chewed and digested. ”  One of those “few” is 
certainly S. I. Sayakawa ’s Language in Action .  

b. “You would have understood me had you waited. ”  
Dowson, in that line from his poem of the same title, 
writes the story of his life.  

5. Give the HISTORY or BACKGROUND of the topic so that the 
reader can u nderstand what you are talking about.  

a.  The rapidly growing numbers of my immediate family 
led to our developing a novel and highly satisfying 
program of Christmas giving.  

b. If England can be called the mother of Australia, 
America should be named its father, for the new 
country was settled as an indirect result of20(r)-7( t)-5mtt o  

 


