
How to Read a Math Textbook 
 

 
 

Math text typically alternates passages of explanation in English with pieces of 

mathematics such as example problems. 

 

When reading explanatory material in a math texté 

 Read every word, one word at a time. 

 You canôt catch the ñdriftò by skimming 

 Every word counts (even 2-letter ones) 

 

FORGET ABOUT SPEED READING!  

 Take your time 

 Make sure you understand each sentence before going on to the next 

 Remember that familiar words may have different mathematical meanings you 

need to learn 



 Itôs okay if your version has more lines than the authorôs (it may take you two or 
three steps to accomplish what the author does in one). This is a good sign that 

youôre thinking for yourself! 

 Be patient! Itôs common to spend an hour or two on a single page. Itôs worth your 
time to learn the process! 


