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The OSHA Hazard Communication Standard (HCS) contains several exclusions. A 
partial listing of these exclusions is listed below for which the provisions of this Program 
do not apply: 

1.4.1 
Use of hazardous chemicals in laboratories is covered by the GBC Chemical Hygiene 
Plan. 
 
1.4.2 
 
Labeling of pesticides that are covered by labeling requirements of the Federal 
Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act. 
 
1.4.3 
 
Labeling of medical or veterinary devices or products that are covered by labeling 
requirements of the Food and Drug Administration or Department of Agriculture. 
 
1.4.4 
Hazardous waste regulated under the Federal Resource Conservation and Recovery 
Act. 
 
1.4.5 
Wood or wood products. NOTE: Wood treated with hazardous chemicals and wood 
dusts are not exempt. 
 
1.4.6 
 
Articles that are formed to a specific shape or design during manufacture, that have end 
use functions dependent in whole or in part of its shape or design during end use, and 
that does not release or otherwise result in exposure to a hazardous chemical under 
normal conditions of use (e.g., tires, PVC piping). 
 
1.4.7 
Any consumer product (including pens, pencils, adhesive tape) or hazardous substance 
if the product is used in the workplace in the same manner as normal consumer use 
and if the use results in a duration and frequency of exposure that is not greater than 
exposures experienced by consumers. 
 





Ensuring that an inventory of hazardous chemicals present in work areas is maintained 
and available to personnel who work in the area. NOTE: EH&S maintains an inventory 
of many campus workplaces.  

2.2.3 

Ensuring hazardous substances are appropriately labeled. 

2.2.4 

Ensuring SDSs are available to employees and that employees know how to access 
SDSs. 

2.2.5 

Developing safe handling procedures for hazardous chemicals that are present in work 
areas for which they are responsible. 

2.2.6 

Ensuring employees receive workplace specific training on physical and health hazards, 
emergency procedures, and safe handling procedures for hazardous chemicals used in 
work areas. 

2.2.7 

Informing visiting personnel of hazardous chemicals to which they may be exposed to in 
the work area, and any applicable safe work practices. 

2.2.8 

Ensuring that all individuals under his or her supervision follow the procedures specified 
in this document, and established workplace procedures for safe handling of hazardous 
chemicals. 

2.3 Employees 

Employees are responsible for conducting work as described in this document, with 
specific responsibilities to include: 



Knowing the hazards of the hazardous chemicals that they use and following 
established safe work practices. 

2.3.2 

Properly labeling chemical containers in their workplaces, as described in this 
document. 

2.3.3 

Attending required training. 

2.3.4 

Planning and conducting operations in accordance with established procedures and 
good safety practices. 

2.3.5 

Using personal protective equipment in accordance with prescribed training and 
established procedures for safe handling of hazardous chemicals 

2.3.6 

Knowing how to access SDSs. 

2.4 Environmental Health and Safety (EH&S) Department 

EH&S is responsible for providing resources (i.e. reference materials) and technical 
support to assist supervisors and employees in meeting the requirements of this written 
program. Specific responsibilities include: 

2.4.1 



Providing general Hazard Communication training. Some administrative groups may 
choose to present this training themselves; however, such training must be coordinated 
with EH&S. 

2.4.4 

Assisting supervisors with development of workplace specific employee training, as 
requested. 

2.4.5 



3.1 Labeling of Incoming (Shipped) Chemicals 

Chemical manufacturers, importers, and distributors are required by regulation to label 
every hazardous chemical container as described in section 3.2. If the original label is 
affixed and readable, individuals receiving or using the chemical do not have to take any 
action. If a label is missing or not readable, the responsible user must affix a 
replacement label that contains the information described in section 3.2. 

3.2 Label Information for Incoming (Shipped) Chemicals 

Incoming chemicals are those that are obtained from a chemical manufacturer, 
importer, or distributor. All labels on incoming chemicals must include the product 
identifier, supplier identification, precautionary statements, hazard pictograms, a signal 
word, hazard statements, and supplemental information. 

3.2.1  

The PRODUCT IDENTIFIER contains the name of the item as well as the product 
number or other distinguishing information used by the manufacturer, importer, or 
distributor. An identical identifier must appear both on the product label and on the 
corresponding safety data sheet. 

3.2.2 

PICTOGRAMS indicate the hazard categories that are applicable to the chemical. 

3.2.3 

The SUPPLIER IDENTIFICATION section contains the name of the manufacturer, 
importer, or other responsible party along with the address and contact information. 

3.2.4 

A SIGNAL WORD indicating the level of hazard. Only two signal words may be used; 
“DANGER” for the more severe hazard level and “WARNING” for lesser hazards. 

3.2.5 

Standardized HAZARD STATEMENTS describe the nature of the hazards, and where 
appropriate, the degree of the hazards. HAZARD STATEMENTS are specific to hazard 
classification categories and as such should appear identically on all chemicals 
possessing the same hazard, regardless of the manufacturer. 





Table 1. Chemical Health Hazard Classifications 
Hazard Class Hazard Categories 
Carcinogenicity 1A, 1B, 2 

Reproductive Toxicity 1A, 1B, 2, lactation 

Specific Organ Toxicity – single exposure 1, 2, 3 

Specific Organ Toxicity – repeated 
exposure 1, 2 

Aspiration Hazard 1 

Simple Asphyxiants Single Category 

Explosives Unstable Explosives, Div. 1.1, Div. 1.2, Div. 
1.3, Div 1.4, Div 1.5, Div 1.6 

Flammable Gases 1, 2 

Flammable Aerosols 1, 2 



Table 1. Chemical Health Hazard Classifications 
Hazard Class Hazard Categories 
Oxidizing Solids 1, 2, 3 

Organic Peroxides 



• Irritant (skin and eye) 
• Skin Sensitizer 
• Acute Toxicity (harmful) 
• Narcotic Effects 
• Respiratory Tract Irritant 
• Hazardous to Ozone Layer(non mandatory) 

 

Gas Cylinder 

• Gases Under Pressure 

 

Corrosion 
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Environment *(Non Mandatory) 

• Aquatic Toxicity 

 

Skull and Crossbones 

• Acute Toxicity (fatal or toxic) 

 

3.5 Replacement Labels 

Each hazardous chemical container in the workplace must be labeled as described in 
section 3.2, or alternatively, labeling must include the product identifier and at least 
general information regarding the hazards using words, symbols, etc. If, for any reason, 
this information is not legible on the container a proper label must be promptly attached 
to the container. Chemical users can generate labels themselves or labels can be 
obtained from vendors. Contact EH&S if guidance is needed on generating or obtaining 
labels. 

3.6 Secondary Containers 

When transferring material to a secondary container (e.g. bucket, spray bottle, can, or 
jar), the person accomplishing the transfer must ensure that the secondary container is 
compatible with the material, and that the container is labeled as described in section 
3.5. 

NOTE: If the secondary container remains in the direct control of the person using it at 
all times and is emptied by the end of the work shift, a label is not required, but is highly 
suggested. 

4.0 Chemical Inventory 

An inventory of hazardous chemicals present must be maintained for each work area 
that utilizes and stores hazardous chemicals. The identities of the hazardous chemicals 
on the inventory must correspond with the identities of their corresponding SDSs. 

4.1 Inventory Information 





The chemical inventory of non-laboratory areas is managed by each individual program 
or departmental area. Each program area is responsible for providing EH&S with a copy 
of their chemical inventory in pre-formatted Excel spreadsheets, which are provided by 
EH&S. At a minimum, each program area will update their inventory annually to EH&S, 
although quarterly or semi-annually updates are preferred. The best accuracy is 
obtained by managing the inventory on an ongoing basis as chemicals are purchased 
and disposed.  

4.4.1 

EH&S will maintain an electronic archive of each program’s inventory in an electronic 
database. Non-laboratory personnel can contact their supervisor to gain access to their 
chemical inventory, supervisors can contact EH&S for access to their inventory either 
on-line or in spreadsheet format. 

5.0 Safety Data Sheets 
 
5.1 Safety Data Sheet (SDS formerly MSDS) General 
Requirements 
The HCS requires that the chemical manufacturer, distributor, or importer provide 
Safety Data Sheets (SDSs) to downstream users. SDSs include information on the 
properties of each chemical; the physical, health, and environmental health hazards; 
protective measures; and precautions for safely handling, storing, and transporting the 
chemical. 

5.1.1 

A SDS for each hazardous chemical in the workplace must be readily available to all 
employees and employees must receive training on how to access SDSs. 

5.1.2 

Each SDS must be in English; however, copies in other languages should also be 
available for workers whose English language skills are not sufficient to permit them to 
read and effectively understand SDSs written in English. 

5.2 Maintenance and Accessibility of SDS’s 

EH&S maintains an online database of SDS’s for chemicals that are inventoried by 



5.2.1 

SDSs that are not currently included in the online database should be forwarded to 
EH&S so that they can be added to the database. 

5.2.2 





Respirable crystalline silica consists of very small particles of silica (less than 10 µm), at 
least 100 times smaller than ordinary sand found on beaches or playgrounds for 
example. Crystalline silica is created when cutting, sawing, grinding, drilling and 
crushing stone, rock, concrete, brick, block and mortar. 

7.1.1 

There are many types of activities that produce crystalline silica dust which could result 
in worker exposure to respirable crystalline silica; including but not limited to, the 
following: 



OSHA has established a maximum exposure limit, or Permissible Exposure Limit (PEL), 
for airborne respirable crystalline silica of 50 micrograms per cubic meter (50 µg/m3) of 
air, calculated as an 8-hour Time Weighted Average (TWA).  Additionally, OSHA has 
established an action level (AL) for respirable crystalline silica of 25 µg/m3, calculated 
as an 8-hour TWA.  Occupational exposures at or above the action level triggers 
additional requirements, to include medical surveillance and increased air monitoring.  

8.0 Non-Routine Tasks 

A non-routine task is an event or activity that occurs infrequently; therefore, details of 
the hazards and protective measures may not be fully developed or known by persons 
who will perform the task. Examples include disposal of outdated products and use of 
hazardous chemicals during infrequent maintenance or repair work. 

8.1 Task Review 

Prior to beginning a non-routine task a review of the procedure and chemicals to be 



availability of SDSs (if requested), and precautions to be taken to prevent personnel 
exposure and other incidents. 

9.2 Work Conducted by Contractor Personnel 



provisions for personnel exposure, fire, chemical releases, and other incidents, all as 
applicable. 
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